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Hi Everyone 
 
Thank you for your interest in starting CAPAL’s Standing Student Committee. 
 
With school workload and the pressures of being a student, it’s easy to get 
overwhelmed.  So let me share some thoughts that might be a bit of a beacon. 
 
Academic librarianship is wonderful work. You get to work with leading 
researchers, promising students, and great library colleagues. The collections in 
higher ed institutions often contain fascinating and unique material that it's 
exciting to work with. 
 
Like most great intellectual projects, librarianship does not happen in isolation, 
and good results are not handed to you on a platter. That's one place CAPAL 
comes in for me. It provides me with exceptional opportunities to listen and share 
my thoughts with leaders of my profession. The benefit is not just to my own 
career though -- a good professional association like CAPAL helps our 
profession find a way forward. 
 
My hope is that through our professional discussions and advocacy, CAPAL can 
strengthen our profession and our institutions, helping to ensure that future 
generations of librarians will be able to do their good work, and that scholarly 
research and all that flows from it will continue to benefit the world. 
 
The Student Committee will provide an important voice about the education of 
academic librarians.   What is it like being a student? How can it be better? 
 
Since CAPAL is a new national association, a little more than one year old, there 
are lots of opportunities for students to get involved, to find enriching 
experiences, and meet interesting people in the profession.  
 

Doug    


